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admonishes them to excite and cherish it in each other,
then he is copious and vehement. This is the subject
nearest his heart. His anxiety is not so much to hear that
the widows and orphans are duly supplied, and that within
the circle of the Christian community want is disappear-
ing and the ills of life are sensibly diminished, as to be
informed that his converts are conforming gradually more
and more to their ideal. This conformity he expresses
by various figures of speech. It is to ' put on Christ/ * to
put on the new man, the new Adam;' it is 6 to have
Christ dwelling in the heart,' < Christ formed -within ;' it
is < to fill up the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ/

So important a duty necessarily received a name. As the
moral science of that time furnished no term which could
describe it, the Christians denoted it by a metaphorical
expression which has passed into modern languages. It
has been remarked that the Christian summum lonum
was a social one; it was the welfare of the Christian
society. The whole duty of the Christian was to fill satis-
factorily his place in that society. Now it is a universal
usage of language that the building in whicla any society
meets may be put for the society itself,, and vice versa that
the building may be called after the society. The word
house means sometimes the building in which a family
lives, sometimes the family that lives in such a building ;
a college is sometimes a building in which learning is
cultivated, sometimes the society that cultivate learning in
such a building. Hie same remark applies to all similar
.words, such as club, bank, hospital, city. Among others
it applies to the word church, which in like manner may
be used either to describe a building or a society. This